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FERS 
‘From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

Messrs. Editors—You may think I take an im- 
proper freedom in requesting your attention to the 
documents which I am about to lay before you; 
jut being resolved on bringing them into some 
notice, it ismno more than generous that I address 
them first to you, who are the most immediately 
concerned, and then leave you to accept or refuse 
the chance I give you of making your own re- 
marks, and sharing equally with me in the manage- 
ment of the case. 

The documents I speak of, have been already in- 
serted in your Magazine; and what is strange, it 
seems you published them unsolicited, and entirely 
of your own accord, notwithstanding they were de- 
signed to prove that your favourite doctrine of 
Universalism, is irreligious and licentious in its 





tendency. 

The first, in order, is that which you republished, 
some two or three months ago, from the Christian 
Mirror, stating, on the authority of a Missionary 
Trustee, “ That a woman who had been brought up 
ina family of Universalists, did not know who Je- 
sus Christ was; and that she could not remember 
to have heard even his name, till she heard it men- 
tioned by her own daughter ; although the place of 
her birth and education, was not remote from a 
house of worship, and the town had been favoured 
with the ministry of the word, during the labouring 
partof one man’s lite.’ This fact proves, as the 
Editor of the Mirror meant it should, that there is 
an alinost total neglect of all religion, not only in 
the particular family who brought up this woman, 
but also among Universalists in general; for did 
Universalists in general often converse about Christ, 
and did their ministers mention him, as other min- 
isters do, it is nowise probable that a single instance 
of such heathenish ignorance as this could be found 
among them. Every one of them would, in some 
way, and by some means, at least hear of Christ. I 
see you smile, gentlemen, and I anticipate your 
question ; you will ask me, How it happens, if this 
story is true, that this woman was never told of 
Jesus Christ, by her neighbours and town’s people, 
who it seems were orthodox, and lived under ortho- 
dox preaching ? lexpect that you will attempt to 
triumph over me here, and say that the story itself 
makes out that these orthodox neighbours and 
town’s people, said as little about Christ, as did the 
family by whom the woman was brought up; so 
that, if the story proves any thing, it proves the 
trreligion of perhaps a dozen orthodox families to 
that of one Universalist family! You are welcome, 
gentlemen, to any triumpk this turn can afford 





you; butdo you not know you have no right to 
make a document prove what it was not designed 
to prove? The fact is, this document was never 
intended to prove that the orthodox are irreligious ; 
and you pervert its manifest design when you use 
it for such a purpose. 

Mr. Streeter and yourselves affected to disbelieve 


this story, and, as you recollect, called on the Editor » 


of the Mirror for an opportunity to ascertain 
either its truth or falsehood; which he would not 
grant you. Now, all this manawuvering was wholly 
foreign from the purpose: you cannot deny that it 
was your design to throw the odium off from your- 
selves, by proving that the story was false, and so to 
expose the Editor of the Mirror; and this, yon well 
knew, was far from being his purpose in publishing 
the story. His purpose was manifestly enough to 
bring Universalism, not himself, or the trustee, into 
disgrace and abhorrence ; and what right had you 
to wander from this object? I beseech you, gentle- 
men, weigh well this document, indulge no cavil- 
ling, and practise no maneuvres, but judge of it 
simply, according to its manifest intention. 

The second document to which I call your atten- 
tion, is the statement which the Editor of the Zion’s 
Herald has, in a manner proposed to attest to, viz. 
That he has often heard the immoral offender, when 
reproved by some pious person, reply, “I have my 
punishment as I progress in life, I will take my plea- 
sure after my own way!” This proves that the 
doctrine of men’s being punished in the actual 
commission of sin, leads them to expect much plea- 
sure in sin. It is of no use to urge, as I suppose you 
will, the natural impossibility that a belief that sin 
itself is torment, should lead men to think it plea- 
sure. This argument, I admit, might pass among 
people who make no more allowance for impossi- 
bilities in religion, than in natural things; but we, 
gentlemen, know too much of mystery, to be at all 
perplexed by it. We believe in the reconciliation 
of an offended, and at the same time, an unchange- 
able God; we believe in the creation of millions of 
immortal souls for a purpose which the Creator all 
the while knew would be frustrated; we believe 
in the trinity as stated in the discipline—and what 
do you think, after all this, we care for impossibili- 
ties? You adopt the same maneuvre in this, as in 
the former case: denying the truth of the story, and 
calling on the Editor of the Herald for names, 
times, and places; things that are not thought of 
now-a-days, and have no existence in three-fourths 
of the stories circulating among us. Indeed, I be- 
lieve it is generally thought safer and more conve- 
nient to lay them aside altogether, as they are, very 
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unmanageable, and somewhat dangerous, having 
destroyed the reputation of some good and very 
zealous men. 

The third document of this sort, is that first pub- 
lished in the Religious Intelligencer, and from 
thence inserted in the Christian Watchman, and 
finally, in the Religious Inquirer, and in your 
Magazine ; stating, “that a Universalist, dying in 
a fit of intoxication, lay undiscovered in an old 
house nearly three days, and that he was then 
buried with pitch-forks and shovels. If this does 
not prove a general depravity among Universalists, 
it proves, at least, that one of them was abandoned ; 
and even this circumstance marks the distinction 
between your sect and the orthodox so strikingly, 
that I hope the Editors of the Religious Intelli- 
gencer, aad Christian Watchman, will not be asha- 
med of their promptness in laying the account 
before the public. I feel, for once, disposed to 
gratify your desire for names, places, &c. Know, 
then, that it is said, this story was written by a Baptist 
minister, living somewhere about Vernon, (N. Y.) 
and that the circumstance did actually occur at that 
place, in the manner described, but with this addi- 
tion, that the man had never pretended to be a 
Universalist ; and that there were ao pitch-forks 
used at his burial, nor shovels, except at his grave. 
Ifone vio was not a Universalist came to his end 
in this shocking way, how awful must we suppose 
will be the fate of Universalists themselves ! 

The fourth document is one published under the 
head of “ Universalism,” in the Concord Repos- 
itory, Newburyport Herald, and Zion’s Herald ; and 
inserted with remarks in the Christian Intelligen- 
cer, and in your Magazine. It stated, “That a 
Universalist, confined in the State Prison at Con- 
cord, N. H. declared, while on his death bed, that 
he never had believed Universalism; but that the 
doctrine had, notwithstanding, stifled his conscience, 
and quieted his fears! Look here, I beseech you, 
gentlemen, for your soul’s sake, look here, and see 
how pernicious the effect of your doctrine is, even 
on those who have never believed it! Here you dis- 
cover an extent of wickedness in Universalism 
which, I humbly trust, 1s peculiar to itself. An- 
other doctrine may, perhaps, corrupt the circle of 
its believers ; but it is reserved for Universalism to 
break over this natural boundary, and to lead cap- 
tive those who do not yield to it, as well as those 
who do! 

I am aware that many of your friends and adhe- 
rents affect to consider all these documents as so 
many foolish stories invented by the malice of op- 
posers ; and, as proof that this is the case, ithas been 
urged that the stories are, in themselves, absurd, 
and that whenever you have called on the publisher 
for names, times, and places, they have not been 
able to answer a word. Some of your adherents 
indulge their mirth, and say, that it is somewhat 
curious to observe that when the enemies of Uni- 
versalism attempt to prove it licentious, they gene- 
rally fabricate a falsehood for the purpose; and 
thus show themselves to be as depraved as they ever 


them they gain nothing by this remark in which 
they appear to triumph so much; for allowing it is 
correct, (which may be the case,) it only proves that 
Universalism corrupts its opposers instead of jt. 
friends. Now, this shows it to be quite as detri- 
mental to society, as it would be if it corrupted its 
believers. And, indeed, I think rather more so: 
for there are more who oppose, than who believe 
it; so that the evil extends farther in this case than 
it would in the other. Go which way you will, 
gentlemen, admit or deny the truth of these docy- 
ments, you see they must still prove your doctrine 
to be pernicious. 

I was surprised, on examining the attack of the 
Christian Register against Universalists, to per- 
ceive that the Editor had inserted no such proofs as 
other Editors do, of its pernicious influence. He, 
to be sure, did his best to assert that it was licen- 
tious; and so far, I know of none who have done 
better than himself. But he paused in the very 
prospect of victory, and left the field to the enemy, 
when but one more charge would have ensured him 
conquest. He could have stated that a Universalist 
minister, who had grown grey in his wicked calling, 
never heard of such a thing as a Bible—or some- 
thing of this sort, which might have been manufac- 
tured on the instant; and that he neglected to 
adopt so effectual, and at the same time, so com- 
mon a measure, I shall ever look upon as an indi- 
cation that he felt too favourably towards you 
cause, and was partially under the influence of your 
doctrine, as many others of his denomination are 
supposed to be. 

Ihave now said what I had to say concerning 
those documents. I hope you and others will pro- 
fitthereby. But be that as it may, IL know my duty, 
and will perform it. The matter shall not rest here. 
If the documents already published will not ope- 
rate effectually, others shall. I have now som 
dozens on hand, of my own contrivance; and you 
shall see them, and the world shall see them, ap- 
pearing in various papers, from time to time, with 
proper signatures, and suitable asseverations of truth. 
You may demand names, times, and places as long 
as you please, but I solemnly assure you, it shall all 
be in vain, for they are a sort of commodity I will 
never dealin. Yours, &c. FABRICATOR. 

> 
MR. WOODWORTH’S REPLY. 
(Continued from page 210.) 

“In his fifth paragraph, Mr. F. contends that no 
man, ‘ Christ excepted,’ ever did, or ever can keep 
the commandments, ‘ in this mode of being.’ We 
have alieady shown that every man does keep them 
who loves the Lord and his neighbour in the manner 
required ; and that every one does so love who has 
‘passed from death unto life.’ But we would ask 
Mr. F. why were the commandments given to men, 
‘in this mode of being,’ if they can only be kept 
by saints and angels in heaven? Why were they not 
given to angels instead of men ? Perhaps Mr. F. will 
answer that Christ kept them for us, in our reom and 
stead, and that we shall receive the reward of his 





thought of making Universalists appear. But I tell 


services. Why, then, did not the householder, who 
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hired men into his vineyard, permit them to * stand 
alj the day idle,’ while he performed their duty for 
them, and then give to every man a penny for ser- 
vices which they did not (if you please, say could 
not)perform ? Had he done so, the idlers might well 
neee exclaimed, with Mr. Fitz, ‘Man can do 
nothing! Harretusan! [See page 177 of this 
number, sixth paragraph.) 

« But the fact is, God does not mock his children 
by giving them laws, without giving them, also, the 
pow er to observe and obey them. ‘To suppose that 
the fountain of love and wisdom would give forth 
precepts to observe, which he knew they were utter- 
ly incapable of fulfilling, fills the serious mind with 
shocking ideas, altogether repugnant to the nature 
of the Deity, and must tend to induce hard thoughts 
concerning him; but, blessed be his holy name, 
this is not the truth of the case; he gathers not 
where he has not strawed, nor does he reap where he 
has not first sown; he requireth no more of his 
creature than according to what he has, not ac- 
cording to what he has not. All the precepts of life 
are within our ability to perform ; not indeed of our- 
selves, but from him in whom we live, move, and 
have our being, and without whom we can do 
nothing. 

* Again—What does our Lord mean by saying, 
that * whosoever shall do and teach [the command- 
ments} the same shall be called great in the king- 
dom of heaven ?’ If no one can do this, why was the 
assertion made? Mr. F. repeatedly says that his 
doctrine ‘ is the scripture itself.’ Let us test the 
truth of this assertion by comparing the language of 
scripture with the language of Mr. Fitz, which can 
be done best in the way of dialogue. 

“ Bible. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but 
he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Matt. vii. 21. 

« Mr. F. ‘Has any man, Christ excepted, ever 
done the will of our Heavenly Father?’ ‘* Man can 
do nothing. Hatienvsan!’ 

“ Bible. If ye know these things, blessed are ye if 
ye do them. John xiii. 17. 

“ Mr. F. ‘It is impossible for a man to become 
good and happy, [blessed] unless God makes him 
so,’ in a moment, in the twinkling of aneye. ‘Man 
can do nothing! Hancecusan! 

“ Bible. Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say? Luke vi. 46. 

“ Mr. F. We cannot do these things! ‘ Man can 
do nothing! Hatrenvsan ! 

“ Bible. Many shall say unto me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we aot prophesied in thy name, and in 
thy name done many virtues? but then will I con- 
fess to them, I never Anew you, depart from me 
ye that work iniquity. Matt. vii. 22, 23. 

“ Mr. F. ‘1s it possible for a finite being to have 
more power than an infinite being? For the crea- 
ture to have more power than the creator?’ How, 
then, can man work iniquity ? ‘Man can do nothigg. 
Hattecusau ! 

“ Bible. Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost. 


=A 


man, a mere worm of the dust, who cannot exist fora 

moment withoat the help of God, successfully resist- 

ing almighty power? We are astonished at this 

mode of reasoning.’ ‘Man can do nothing ! Ha- 

LELUJAH!’ 

“ Bible. And these shall go away into everlasting 

punishment. Matt. xxv. 46. 

“ Mr. F. ‘ We must have some authority for this. 

We deny that there is such a thing as eternal death, 

which man can possibly be subject to.’ 

“ Bible. Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die? 

Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

“ Mr. F. We die in order to live. If man had 

not disobeyed God, he could never have received 
immortal life. Unless he became a sinner he could 
not be saved. Ignorance will stimulate us to do 
wrong, and endanger our future welfare, unless we 
Stray in sin and error, and learn, by bitter experience, 
the evil of doing wrong. But how this experience 
isto benefit us, I cannot tell; for ‘Man can do 
nothing! Hatuen.vsan!’ 

“ Bible. The inward man is renewed [or regene- 
rated] day by day. 2 Cor. iv. 16. 

“ Mr. F. No—I say in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye. ‘ Man, in the aggregate, was re- 
generated in Christ, their head, and rose triumphant 
over sin, death, and hell, from the grave.’ 

“ Bible. The devils believe and tremble. James 
ii. 19. 

« Mr. F. When a man aurives at a knowledge 
and belief of this fact, he is ‘ born from above.’ 

“ Bible. Taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the gospel ; who shall be puu 

ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord. 2 Thes. i. 8, 9. 

“ Mr. F. There will be none ‘that know not 
God,’ for ‘ all will know him.’ ¢ .4ll mankind, with- 
out exception, will as certainly triumph over sin, 
death, hell, and the grave, as Christ triumphed. 
Hatxtervsan! How then can any be punished 
with everlasting destruction ? 

“ Bible. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock : 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me. Rev. iii. 20. 

“ Mr. F. ‘It implies an imperfection to say that 
God cannot do that alone, which he can do with 
man’s co-operation. Man is only the recipient of 
God’s goodness, who affords him means and oppor- 
tunity, [for what ?] and finally raises him incorrup- 
tible and immortal, {which Mr. F. says, means sal- 
vation,| without any assistance from man’s power.” 
Why, then, is man called upon to ‘ open the door >’ 
* Man can do nothing! Hatuecvsan!’ 

“ We might go on in this way ‘to the end of 
the chapter,’ but enough has been said to con- 
vince any person who is not wedded to a favourite 
system, (Mr. F. we do not expect to convince) that 
the doctrines of instantaneous regeneration and un- 
conditional salvation are not the doctrines of the 
Bible. With respect to the absolute necessity of 
man’s co-operation in working out his own salva- 
tion, we shall adduce a few more passages from 








“ Mr. F. ‘Is it not very strange to talk of poor 


the Worp, and leave them without comment. 
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while we proceed with our Remarks on Mr. F.’s 
REPLY. 

“* Every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, 

is cut down and cast into the fire; wherefore, by 

their fruits ye shall know them.’ Matt. vii. 19, 20. 

‘The Son of Man shall come in the glory of his 

Father, and then shall he render to every one accord- 

ing to his deeds.’ Matt. xvi.27. ‘* The kingdom of 

God shall be taken from you, and shall be given to 

a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. Matt. xxi. 

43. ‘When the Son of Man shall come in his glo- 

ry, then shall he sit on the throne of his glory; and 

he shall say to the sheep on the right hand, “ Come, 

ye blessed, and possess as an inheritance the king- 

dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; for I was hungry and ye gave me meat, 

I was thirsty and ye gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and ye gathered me, I was naked and 
ye clothed me, I was sick and ye visited me, I 
was in prison and ye came tome. Then shall the 
righteous answer, When saw we thee so? But the 

King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 

unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it to the least 
of my brethren, ye have done it unto me. And the 
King shal! speak in like manner to the goats on the 
left, and inasmuch as they have not done such things, 
he shail say, Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.’ 
Matt. xxv. 31 to 46.‘ Jesus said, My mother and 
my brethren are these who hear the Word of God 
and do tt.’ Luke viii. 21. * Then shall ye begin to 
stand and knock at the door, saying, Lord, open to 
us; but he shall say to them, I know you not whence 
ye are, depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.’ 
Luke xiii. 25 to 27. * This is the judgment, that 
light is come into the world, but men loved dark- 
ness rather than light, because their deeds were evil ; 
for he who doeth evil hateth the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved ; but he who doeth truth cometh 
to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, 
inasmuch as they are wrought in God.’ John iii. 19 
to 21. *We know that God heareth not sinners, 
but if any one worship God, and do his will, him he 
heareth.’ John ix. 51. ‘He that hath my com- 
mandments, and doeth them, he it is that loveth me, 
and I will love him, and will manifest myself to 
him; and I will come to him and make my abode 
with him. He that loveth me not, keepeth not my 
words.’ John xiv. 15. 21 to 24. * A book was open- 
ed, which is of life, and the dead were judged ac- 
cording to those things which were written in the 
book, all according to their works.’ Rev. xxi. 12, 13. 
* Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with 
me, that I may give to every one according to his 
works.’ Rev. xxii. 12. [In like manner it is written 
in the Old Testament, ‘ Recompense them accord- 
ing to their work, and according to the deed of their 
hands.’ Jer. xxv. 14. ‘Jehovah, whose eyes are 
open upon all the ways of men, to give every one ac- 
cording lo his ways, and according to the fruit of his 
wworks.’ Jer. xxxii. 19. ‘1 will visit according to his 
teays, and recompense him according to his works.’ 
Hosea iv. 9. Jehovah hath dealt with us according 
to our ways, and according to our works.’ Zech, i. 6. 





a 
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And in many places, where it is required, that men 
should do statutes, commandments, and laws, as in 
the following, “ Ye shall observe my statutes and my 
judgments, which if a man do, he shall live by them.’ 
Levit. xviii. 5. * Ye shall observe all My statutes 
and my judgments, to do them.’ Levit. xix. 37. chap. 
xx. 8. chap. xxii. 31. * Blessings if they do the 
commandments, and curses, if they do them not, 
Levit. xxvi. 4 to 46. Therefore the children of |x. 
1ael were commanded to make themselves a fringe 
on the wings of their garments, that they might re- 
member all the precepts of Jehovah to do them, 
Deut. xxii. 12. Numb. xv. 38; not to mention a 
thousand other passages to the same purport. That 
works are what constitute the man of the church, 
and that he is saved according thereto, the Lord also 
teaches in his parables, several of which imply, thar 
they who do good are accepted, and that they who 
do evil are rejected ; as in the parable concerning 
the husbandman in the vineyard, Matt. xxiii. 33 to 
44; and concerning the fig-tree which did not yield 
fruit, Luke xiii. 6 ; and concerning the talents and 
pounds given to trade with, Matt. xxv. 14 to 31; 
Luke xix. 13 to 25; and concerning the Samari- 
tan who bound up the wounds of him that fell 
among thieves, Luke x. 30 to 37; antl concerning 
the rich man and Lazarus, Luke xvi. 19 to 31; 
and concerning the ten virgins, Matt. xxv. 1 to 12. 

“But why thus multiply quotations? Mr. F. will 
explain each of these passages in Ais own way, and 
conclude with his favourite hosannah, ‘ Man can do 
nothing! Wavietvsan!” 

(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Mr. W. in his first®* paragraph says, “ We have 
already shown that every man has kept them [the 
commandments,] who loves the Lord and his neigh- 
bour in the manner required; and that every one 
does so love, who has passed from death unto life.” 
Setting aside the pretensions of Pharisees, we never 
yet saw the man who loved his God supremely, and 
his neighbour as himself. Mr. W. will have to 
show that love to our neigkbour consists in con- 
signing him to his endless hell. Mr. W. asks, 
“ Why were the commandments given to men, ‘in 
this mode of being?” &c. We answer—Ninety- 
nine of an hundred of all the human race, ‘in this 
mode of being,’ never received or heard of the com- 
mandments. This fact is a sufficient answer for 
the present; to say nothing of God’s purpose, to 
write his law in the hearts of men, in another mode 
of being. Mr. W. however, would answer for us, 
and says, “Perhaps Mr. F. will answer that Christ 
kept them for us in our room and stead,” &c. Now 
perhaps Mr. F. will not answer any such thing! 
Perhaps Mr. W.’s HaLLeLvsan “ was dragged in, 
head and shoulders,” in this place. Mr. W. tries 
hard to back out, and would accommodate us with 
premises which he conceives to be vulnerable. 

Mr. W. asserts the truth, in his second paragraph, 
saying, “ God does not mock his children by giving 





"* For convenience, we number the ey po a 
the ninth, which commences the Extract in this Number, @s 
the first 
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———— 
them laws without giving them, also, the power to 
spserve and obey them.” But, lamentable to add, 
ne denies the efficacy of God’s power, and contends 
shat many will be “for ever miserable.” This is a 
palpable contradiction. Now we believe and teach, 
that the Law of life, which is in Christ Jesus, shall 
in God’s own time, make all men free from the law 

of sin and death. 
” Mr. W. in his third paragraph interrogates “ What 
joes our Lord mean by saying, that ‘ whosoever 
shall do and teach [the commandments] the same 
chall be called great in the kingdom of heaven?’ If 
no one can do this, why was the assertion made ?” 
Answer. Our Lord meant what he said. The doer 
would be great, for he would do great things ; 
comething more than Christ’s immediate disciples 
done. Quere. Was Christ guilty of impropriety in 
addressing this saying tothem? Christ also said, 
«Ifye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 
shall say to this mountain, Remove hence, to von- 
der place ; and it shall remove; and nothing shall 
be impossible unto you.” (Matt. xvii. 20.) Pray, 
Sir,“Why was this assertion made?’ Whocan 
dothis? Not Christ’s disciples; for the declara- 
tion was made to them, to teach them their little- 
ness. Mr. W. finding that argument avails him no- 
thing, reason or truth being opposed to his hypo- 
thesis, turns his hand to another method of escape, 
from the difficulties which surround him; and in- 
troduces sentences from the Scriptures, without 
regard to their connexion, or the general tenor of 
the book. He observes, “ Mr. F. repeatedly says, 
that his doctrine ‘ is the Scripture itself ;’” and adds, 
“Let us test the truth of this assertion, by compar- 
ing the language of Scripture with the language of 
Mr. Fitz, which can be done best in the way of dia- 
logue.” Sir, we are always ready, cheerfully to 
abide this test; and we will grant you the favour of 
passing the same ordeal! 
“ Bible. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but 
he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Matt. vii. 21. 
“ Mr. F. ‘Has any man, Christ excepted, ever 
done the will of our Heavenly Father?’ “Man can 
donothing. Hatiervsan!” 
We reiterate our question, and add, in the lan- 
guage of the Bible, “ Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood CANNOT inherit the kingdom of 
God ; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 
Behold, [ show you a mystery; We shall not all 
sleep, hut we shall all be changed,” &c. (See 1 Cor. 
xv.) To Mr. W. we say, the Bible declares of God, 
“who will have aut men to be saved.” But you, 
Sir, will have a part! Are you doing the will of 
God ? 
“ Bible. If ye know these things, blessed are ye 
uf ye dothem. John xiii. 17. 
“ Mr. F. ‘It is impossible for a man to become 
good and happy, [blessed] unless God makes him 
so,’ in a moment, in the twinkling of aneye. ‘ Man 
can do nothing ! Hatueivsan!’” 


Mr. W. has miserably failed in this instance, of 


his second paragraph, that without God we can do 
nothing! Now, although aman is blessed when he 
is made good and happy, still, a man can be blessed 


when he is neither good nor happy. Proof—-Luke 
vi. 21. “Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye 
shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now : for ye 
shall laugh.” Gen. xxxix. 5° “The Lord blessed 
the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake: and the 
blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the 
house, and in the field.” Mr. W.’s judgment had 
better prove an alah. 

“. Bible. Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say? Luke vi. 46. 

“ Mr. F. We cannot do these things! ‘ Man can 
do nothing! Hatieivsan!” 

Mr. W. has spoken for us. Let the Bible speak. 
“ A man can receive nothing, except it be given 
him from heaven.” Again: “The Son can do no- 
thing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do.” 
Again. “It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh 
profiteth nothing.” Let Mr. W. read the testi- 
mony, and then boast of his power! 

“ Bible. Many shall say unto me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name, 
and in thy name done many virtues ? but then will 
I confess to them, I never knew you, depart from me 
ye that work iniquity. Matt. vii. 22, 2: 

“ Mr. F. ‘Is it possible for a finite being to have 
more power than an infinite being ? For the crea- 
ture to have more power than the creator ?? How, 
then, can man work iniquity? ‘Man can do 
nothing. Harperesan!’” 

This is puerile. Whatcan Mr. W. mean! Ifthe 
reader can discover any analogy between the quo- 
tation, and Mr. W.’s remark, (for it is not ours,) he 
is richly entitled to all the advantages of the disco- 
very. Mr. W. is accommodating. The pretended 
quotation and the reply, are neither of them found 
in the Bible, nor our answer! Let it be understood, 
that we never denied that man can do mischief. It 
is man’s power to save his soul, that we deny. 
That man has power to do wrong, Mr. W.’s present 
maneuvre sufficiently testifies ! 

“ Bible. Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost. 

“ Mr. F. ‘Is it not very strange to talk of poor 
man, a mere worm of the dust, who cannot exist for 
a moment without the help of God, successfully re- 
sisting almighty power? We are astonished at 
this mode of reasoning.’ ‘.Man can do nothing ! 
Harietvian!” 

Mr, W. has again failed of accomplishing any- 
thing. The words, “successfully resisting almighty 
power,” and “ resisting the Holy Ghost,” mean dif- 
ferently. Quere. Will those spoken of “success- 
fully resist” the Spirit of God, which shall quicken 
all mer, and raise them immortal? We are truly 
astonished at Mr. W.’s mode of reasoning, if such 
an assemblage of words can be called reasoning. 
Hear the word of the Lord. “Behold, as the clay 
is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O 
house of Israel.” Pray, Sir, what can the elay do? 
Can it “ successfully resist” the power of the polter ? 
Men “resist the Holy Ghost.” So the dry cay 





producing any effect. For he has acknowledged in 
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and it is moulded and shaped as the potter wills. 
So “the walter, even the Spirit,” will soften and 
mould man, who is marred, and make him a chosen 
vessel of salvation. 

“ Bible. And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment. Matt. xxv. 46. 

“ Mr. F. * We must have some authority for this. 
We deny that there is such a thing as eternal death, 
which man can possibly be subject to.’” 

When Mr. W. shows that the words “ everlast- 
ing punishment,” and “eternal death,” mean the 
same, then we shall acknowledge his authority, 
and not before. Pray, Sir, how do you make head- 
way, with your strange notions? First, contend that 
all men shall have immortality, a life which cannot 
be dissolved, and then aver, that some men will be 
eternally dead! We shall expect a little evidence, 
and more light on this subject. You must be con- 
sistent sometimes; this clashing of premises and 
conclusions does not sound well. Now we believe 
just what the Bible says on this subject. But you 
will please to remember, the Bible never speaks of 
“eternal death.” Sir, we are ready to meet you, 
and all others, and will refute any argument you 
can produce, to prove that the word acwnor, ren- 
dered everlasting, means endless duration ; and that 
the word xoaacw, rendered punishment, means un- 
merciful torture. 

“ Bible. Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ve die? 
Fizek. xxxiii. #1. 

“ Mr. F. We die in order to live. If man had 
not disobeyed God, he could never have received 
immortal life. Unless he became a sinner, he could 
not be saved. Ignorance will stimulate us to do 
wrong, and endanger our future welfare, unless we 
stray in sin and error, and learn, by bitter experience, 
the evil of doing wrong. But how this experience 
is to benefit us, I cannot tell; for ‘ Man can do 
nothing! Hatierusan!” 

Mr. W. is to be pitied. He “tries hard” to bol- 
ster up his doctrine. When our mode of expres- 
sion does not suit him, he adopts one more conge- 
nial to his powers of confutation. Sir, this is 
taking a little liberty; but when a man is “hard 
pushed,” we are willing to accommodate. We 
must confess that man can do something. Mr. W. 
has pulled our declarations, and shifted and altered 
them wonderfully. Pray, Sir, (as you will have 
your own way,) can you conceive any way how a 
man can be cured of disease, who is in perfect health ? 
How a man can be made alive, who is not first dead ? 
If you can, please to oblige the world with your 
wisdom. Christ says, “The whole need not a phy- 
sician, but those that are sick.” What say vou? 
Christ says, “I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.” What is your opinion? 
The motive of the Israelites, was not to die, that 
they might be raised immortal. But, Sir, God 
would not permit man to sin or die, if good should 
not result to man, finally, through the wonder-work- 


ing power of his Creator. 

“ Bible. The inward man is renewed [or regene- 
rated] day by day. 2 Cor. iv. 16. 

“ Mr. FP. No—T say in a moment, in the twink- 
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ling of an eve. ‘Man, in the aggregate, was ss, 
generated in Christ, their head, and rose triumphant 
over sin, death, and hell, from the grave.” 

We must be permitted to say, we hope Mr. W., 
readers are not so ignorant as to be imposed upon 
by assertions without evidence or argument. We 
ask Mr. W. whether the word rendered renewed, 
in 2 Cor. iv. 16. is synonymous with the word ren- 
dered regeneration, in Matt. xix.28? Paul says, 
“Though our outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day.” If you please, cop- 
tinued and strengthened, as a fire is kindled and 
made to burn briskly; in contradistinction to the 
state of the fleshly man, which is like a fire going 
out, no fuel being added to make it continue. Oy, 
declaration, relative to the regeneration of man, in 
the aggregate, in Christ, their head, is supported 
and firm. 

“ Bible. The devils believe and tremble. Jamesii. 19 

“ Mr. F. When a man arrives at a knowledge 
and belief of this fact, he is ‘ born from above.’” 

Mr. W. is running wild. When a man resorts to 
perversion instead of argument, we think charity 
must assign as a cause, that his head is nearly 
empty, or his mouth or pen would find arguments, 
Pray, Sir, what do the devils believe, that makes 
them tremble? Is it the fact of which we spoke? 
If not, is it not a devilish thing to insinuate this, and 
endeavour to deceive the reader? James says, 
“Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest 
well; the devils also believe and tremble.” Pray, 
Sir, have we said, that “ When aman arrives at a 
knowledge and belief of this fact (that there is one 
God, which even devils believe) he is born from 
above ?” This will not answer, friend Woodworth ; 
you must try something else. All we ask, is what you 
proposed, when you said “ Fair play is a jewel !” 

“ Bible. Taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the gospel ; who shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord. 2 Thess. i. 8, 9. 

“ Mr. F. There will be none ‘ that know not 
God,” for ‘ all will know him.’ *.4ll mankind, 
without exception, will as certainly triumph over 
sin, death, hell, and the grave, as Christ triumphed. 
Hatirecvsan! How then can any be punished 
with everlasting destruction °” 

Mr. W. again resorts to perversion. Sir, will you 
say, that the declaration you have assigned us, was 
made by us ; that we made it with reference, in point 
of time, to the accomplishment of the event spoken 
of in your quotation? We do assert, that a time, or 
dispensation is coming, when “all shall know the 
Lord, from the least unto the greatest.” But we do 
not say, neither have we said, that all would know 
the Lord at the coming of Christ “in the glory of 
his Father,” at the destruction of Jerusalem, to 
which event the passage you have quoted from 2 
Thess. i. 8, 9, alludes. Your question, “ How then 
can any be punished with everlasting destruction *” 
is easily answered. The Jews are thus punished, 
“ from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power.” His power is glorious in salvation, 
but the Jéws see it not. 
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« Bible. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock : 
ifany man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 


come to him, and I will sup with him, and he with 


ne. Rev. ili, 20. 

« Mr. F. * Itimpiies an imperfection to say that 
(od cannot do that alone, which he can do with 
man’s co-operation. Man is only the recipient of 
God’s goodness, who affords him means and oppor- 
tunity, [for what ?] and finally raises him incorrap- 
uble and immortal, [which, Mr. F. says, means sal- 
vation,} without any assistance from man’s power.’ 
Why, then, is man called upon to ‘ open the door 2” 
‘Man can do nothing! Haruervsan!” 

Mr. W.’s quotation from Rev. has no relation, in 
any shape whatever, with the resurrection to im- 
mortality and incorruption, that we have spoken of. 
Mr. W. “might go on in this way, ‘to the end of 
the chapter,” and effect nothing, unless he con- 
vinced his readers of his utter incapacity to defend 
his own hypothesis, or to confute our premises. 

We will now, in few words, “ test the truth” of 
Mr. W.’s hypothesis, by comparing it with Scrip- 
ture. 

Bible. “.Vo man can come to me, except the Fa- 
ther who hath sent me draw him. John vi. 44. 

Mr. W. “ Every man has full power to turn to 
God and live.” 

Bible. “ Ye shall know that I am the Lord, when 
I have opened your graves, QO my people, and 
brought you up out of your graves, and skall put my 
Spirit in you, and ye shall live,” &c. See Ezek. 
\XXVIi. 

Mr. W. “A man’s ruling love is the life of his 
soul.” 

Bible. “ Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s 
hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.” 

Mr. W. “ Being a free agent, man had the pow- 
er of turning to God, or turning from him.” 

Bible. “ With God nothing shall be impossible. 
Luke i. 37. 

Mr. W. “ Omnipotence itself cannot change the 
owl into an eagle, the vulture into a dove, or the 
swine into a lamb. While the soul was united to 
the natural mind and body, this change, with man’s 
co-operation, might have been effected.” 

Bible. “ God giveth us the victory.” 

Mr. W. “ WE have obtained a complete victory.” 

Bible. “ For as much then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same ; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil.” Heb. ii. 14. “ The devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth 
that he hath but a short time.” Rev. xii. 12. 

Mr. W. “Devils will live for ever, and are, of 
course, immortal.” 

We think the above is quite as much as Mr. W. 
can digest at once; and the reader, we trust, will 
prefer truth to error. 

Mr. W. continues—“ With respect to the absolute 
necessity of man’s co-operation in working out his 
own salvation, we shall adduce a few more passages 
from the Word, and leave them without comment.” 


duce only ore passage, and prove, by its application 
to his hypothesis, that Ged’s salvation requires man’s 
co-operation. A prophet says, * Behold, God is my 
salvation ! I will trust, and not be afraid: for the 
Lornp JEHOVAH is my strength and my song ; 
he also is become my salvation.” Isa. xii. Sir, 
God is our salvation! We will trust, and not be 
afraid: for the Lorv JEHOVAH is our strength 
and out song; He also is become our saly ation.— 
You may sing of man’s co-operation, and trust in 
your own works; but we will sing of JEHOVAH, 
and trustin the Lorn. Sir, “ Because thou hast 
forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been 
mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt 
thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with 
strange slips. In the day shalt thou make thy plant 
to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy 
seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in 
the day of grief and of desperate sorrow.” Isa. xvii, 
10, 11. 

Mr. W. has introduced nearly thirty quotations to 
prove the “ absolute necessity of man’s co-opera- 
tion in working out his own salvation.” Now we 
assert, that not one of the passages quoted has any 
relation to the subject under consideration. The 
grand question is the salvation of God, not man. 
We would reiterate every declaration, and apply 
them as the Scriptures do, to this mode of existence, 
Mankind, en masse, is a tree which bringeth forth 
not good but evil fruit. “By fire, and by his sword 
will the Lord plead with all flesh: and the slain of 
the Lorp shall be many.” Isa. Ixvi. 16. How ma- 
ny? As many as are made sinners. All men.— 
Saul of Tarsus was slain, cut down, and died. Pau! 
arose in his stead. Why did not Mr. W. quote the 
28th verse of Matt. xvi.? Ans. Because the time of 
rendering to every one according to his deeds, would 
be proved to be in this world. We shall quote it for 
him. “ Verily I say unto you, There be some stand- 
ing here, who shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” This is 
the coming spoken of in Matt. xxv. 31 to 46. It may 
be very gratifying to the Pharisee, to solace himself 
with notions of his pre-eminence and goodness, to 
despise his neighbour, and consign him to an end- 
less hell ; but the humble man, who has learned wis- 
dom from another source, will be possessed of a dif- 
ferent spirit. Weask Mr. W. whether the spirit 
which consigns men to an endless hell, is the spirit 
which feeds the hungry, and clothes the naked ? 
Christ says, to his disciples, “ When ye have done 
all those things which are commanded you, say, We 
are unprofitable servants.” Lake xvii. 10. Surely 
this is a different course from perverting the scrip- 
tures to prove our profitableness and consequence, 
and the absurd hypothesis that God depends on 
man’s joint labour or co-operation to effect his pur- 
poses. We reiterate the saying of the esteemed 
Franklin—* That man would be modest, who should 
expecta rich plantation for a cup of cold water, com- 
pared with him who should expect the endless joys 
of a future heaven as a reward for his good works in 
this world.” The Scriptures are explicit. “ That 





&c. Now we think, Mr. W. would do better to pro- 
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is born of the spirit is spirit.” To talk of flesh and 
blood co-operating with, and assisting the Spirit of 
the Omnipotent GOD, to save the souls of men, 
is foolish to the last extreme. 

Mr. W. has substituted the word judgment for 
condemnation (damnation) in John iii. 19. Sir, if 
this is the judgment, that men love darkness rather 
than light, in this world, by what authority do you 
say, that men will be “ for ever miserable in the nert 
world:” Sir, we believe and teach, that “ God will 
render to every man according to their deeds.” But 
we do not teach that men will “ be for ever misera- 
ble ;” for they have done nothing to deserve this in- 
expressibly wicked and abominably cruel torture. 
Neither do we teach that men will be made endlessly 
happy on account of their good works, for we believe 
they have done nothing to merit that happiness. 
We are taught by our Master, Christ, to say, “ When 
ye have done all things which are commanded you, 
say, We are unprofitable servants.” But, Sir, we 
do believe that “ God will gather together in one all 
things in Christ.” That death and hell shall be des- 
troyed ; and God be all in all ; for the Scriptures de- 
clarethis. The passages you have quoted prove our 
doctrine. They are an exhibition of the day of 
judgment; showing cause and consequence in this 
world, during the reign of Christ as Mediator in his 
Kingdom, which will eventuate in the “ restitution 
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
Acts iii. 21. You may now see how we explain 


these passages ; and hear our conclusion in the words 


of truth and soberness. You say, “ Mr. F. will con- 
elude with his favourite hosannah, ‘.Wan can do 
nothing,” &c. (QG “ I know that whatsoever 
God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put 
fo it, nor any thing taken from it.” Eccle. iii. 14. 
“ All nations before Him are as nothing ; and they 
are counted to him LESS than NOTHING, and 
vanity!” Isa. xl. 17. 

Query. When “less than nothing” co-operates, 
how much will it produce? Cannot Omnipotence 
do, without “less than nothing” helps Him? If 
“ nothing can be put to” that which God doeth, how 
can you put “less than nothing” to it? Shall we 
now, to please you, say man can do something ? 

“ Produce your cause, saith the Lorn; bring 
forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. 
Let them bring forth, and show us what shall hap- 
pen: let them show the former things, what they be, 
that we may consider them, and know the Jatter 
end of them, or declare us things to eome. Show 
the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that 
we may be dismayed, and behold it together. Be- 
hold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought : 
ay abomination chooseth you.” Isa. xli. 21—@4. 

(To be continued.) 
_— jf — 
BIGOTRY 

Consists in being obstinately and perversely at- 
tached to our own opinions; or, as some have de- 
fined it, “ a tenacious adherence to a system adopted 
without investigation, and defended without argu- 
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ment, accompanied with a malignant intolerant 
spirit towards all who differ.” It must be distin. 
guished from love to truth, which influences a man tp 
embrace it wherever he finds it ; and from true zeal, 
which is an ardour of mind exciting its possessor to 
defend and propagate the principles he maintains. 
Bigotry is a kind of prejudice combined with a cer. 
tain degree of malignity. It is thus exemplified 
and distinguished by a sensible writer, “ When Je. 
sus preached, prejudice cried, Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth? Crucify him, crucify him, 
said bigotry. Why? What evil hath he done? re- 
plied candour.” Bigotry is mostly prevalent with 
those who are ignorant; who have taken up princi- 
ples without due examination; and who are natu- 
rally of a morose and contracted disposition, It js 
often manifested more on unimportant sentiments, 
or the circumstantials of religion, than the essen- 
tials of it. Simple bigotry is the spirit of persecu- 
tion, without the power; persecution, is bigotry 
armed with power, and carrying its will into act. Ax 
it is the effect of ignorance, so it is the nurse of it, 
because it precludes free inquiry, and is an enemy 
to truth ; it cuts also the very sinews of charity, and 
destroys moderation and natural good will. If we 
consider the different make of men’s minds, our 
own ignorance, the liberty that all men have to 
think for themselves, the admirable example our 
Lord has set us of a contrary spirit, and the bane- 
ful effects of this disposition, we must at once be 
convinced of its impropriety. How contradictory 
is it to sound reason, and how inimical to the 
peaceful religion we profess to maintain as Chiris- 
tians! Buck’s Theo. Dict. 
—>— 

CONVERSION AFTER CONVERSION. 
“ It is the Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in our 

eyes.” 

Mr. Editor—Please to announce to the public 
through the medium of your paper, the conversion 
of Mr. Almanzo Blackman, to the faith of Univer- 
sal Salvation. 

Mr. Blackman is a young man of respectability, 
a resident of Lowville, and a member of the Pres- 
byterian church. Itis about five months since he 
obtained the blessed hope of the salvation of all 
men, and consequently a well grounded assurance 





of his own. 

By giving the above a place in your paper, you 
will confer a favour on one who is ever ready to ac- 
knowledge himself, Yours, &c. W. H. 

Lowville, Sept. 25, 1823. Her. of Sat. 


<a 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 


What is the Devil ? 


The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even- 
ing next, at half past 6 o’clock. Subject, Luke viii. 
27—33. 
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